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Botham’s 
charity pays 
out no grants
The cricketer’s foundation hands up to £94,000 
to his daughter’s firm and nothing to good causes 

Burberry trims back on fur as animal rights go à la mode

A personal charity established by the
cricket star Sir Ian Botham spent nothing
on charitable activities last year but
handed as much as £94,000 to a com-
pany run by his daughter.

Beefy’s Charity Foundation received
almost £137,000 in donations in the year
to March 2017, according to accounts
recently published by the Charity Com-
mission. Dozens of ordinary people have
donated money or carried out sponsored
feats of endurance, including 24-hour
bike rides, in support of the charity.

Botham was knighted in 2007 for
services to sport and for his charity work,
raising funds for leukaemia research with
a series of long-distance walks. Since
2013, proceeds from these events have
also passed through Beefy’s Charity
Foundation, which was set up that year.

However, the foundation’s accounts
say “no charitable grants were made” in
the year to March 2017 and the
spend on charitable activities is
given as nil. A total of £94,217
was spent on fundraising,
including “planning and
upfront costs” for two
events: Botham’s final
charity walk, in Austra-
lia late last year, and a
charity ball in London
attended by Piers Mor-
gan, Sir Michael Parkin-
son and David Gower.

Publicity material for
both events shows they
were organised by Sola
Events, which is run
and owned by Botham’s
daughter Sarah. She is

given as the contact for those wishing to
book a table for the ball, at up to £4,500
each, or walk with her father in Australia,
for £8,000 per team. 

In a 2014 interview with the pair,
Living North magazine stated that Sola
“organises all of Botham’s charity
events”. Botham told the magazine the
foundation was a “family affair”. Yet the
charity’s accounts do not name Sarah or
Sola, or state that payments to Sola are
“related-party transactions”, as recom-
mended by the Charity Commission.

Over the four years for which there are
accounts, the foundation received
£690,000 in donations. It spent about
half, £340,000, on charitable activities,
including £191,000 in 2016. Fundraising
cost £212,000 over the four years. Sola
organised golf tournaments for the char-
ity in Spain, an evening with Jeffrey
Archer and “Beefy’s Big Birthday Bash”
in 2015.

Alex May, a charity researcher, said he
had been urging the foundation
“to be clearer and more transpar-
ent” for 18 months. May said the

charity told him Sola and
Sarah Botham were not
related parties and did
not have to be disclosed
in accounts as Ian
Botham was not a trus-
tee. Yet his wife, Kath-
ryn, is its president and
was a trustee.

Sarah declined to
comment. The founda-

tion did not respond to
requests for comment. Its
accounts do say: “We have
kept in touch with the char-

ities that we are currently
supporting and expect to

make further grants to some
or all of them next year.”
@mragilligan

Ian Botham with 
daughter Sarah at her 
wedding last month
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ethically sourced: “We use 
rabbit, mink, fox and Asiatic 
raccoon [dog] from farms . . . 
which adhere to EU laws and 
our responsible sourcing 
policy.”

Claire Bass, of Humane 
Society International’s UK 
office, said: “The fur trade’s 
so-called welfare schemes are 
a meaningless marketing 
veneer. Animals on fur farms 
are kept in tiny wire cages, 
driven insane with boredom, 
only to be gassed or anally 
electrocuted before being 
skinned. Burberry is wise to 
review its use of fur and we 
hope it reaches the same 
conclusion as Gucci, Michael 
Kors, DKNY and Versace, that 
fur has no future in fashion.”

Fur farming was banned in
the UK in 2000, but since 
then £650m worth of fur has 
been imported. Many pelts 
come from the EU, which has 
more than 5,000 fur farms 
across 22 countries and 
produces 44m pelts a year, 
mostly mink but also Arctic 
fox and Asiatic raccoon dog. 

Burberry said its fur review
was not linked to the recent 
arrival of new chief executive 
Marco Gobbetti, who 
replaced Christopher Bailey, 
nor to the appointment of 
Riccardo Tisci as chief 
creative officer, a post also 
held by Bailey. Tisci used fur 
in his previous menswear 
collections for Givenchy. 
@jonathan__leake 

For Burberry, the catwalk is 
to become fur-free — and all it 
s other clothes may soon 
follow as it becomes the latest 
high-fashion firm yielding to 
pressure from animal rights 
campaigners.

The company has 
confirmed furs were banned 
from its recent runway 
collections and that it is 
“reviewing” all other fur 
products, with a view to 
ending their use.

“On the limited occasions
. . . fur has been considered 
important to design, we have 
insisted that it is sourced 
from authorised, regularly 
inspected suppliers operating 
to high ethical standards,” it 
said. “There wasn’t any real 
fur in Burberry’s September 
2017 or February 2018 
runway collections.”

Such a move would make
Burberry the latest in a 
string of global fashion firms 
to abandon fur, such as 
Versace. Others including 
high-fashion label Gucci and 
Net-a-Porter, the online 
fashion retailer, have 
already banned fur, following 
a trend set long ago by 
Stella McCartney.

Pressure has been growing
on fashion firms, not only 
from animal activists but also 
from ordinary consumers, 
and designers themselves are 
increasingly seeing fur as 
morally dubious. In March, 
Donatella Versace, the chief 
designer at Versace — once 
renowned for its lavish use of 
fur — told The Economist’s 
1843 magazine: “I don’t want 
to kill animals to make 
fashion.” 

Burberry’s spring 2017 
collection featured coats 
made from Arctic fox and 
Asiatic raccoon dog furs, and 
its online store currently 
advertises a £1,395 cashmere 
trench coat with a collar 
made of Arctic fox fur 
imported from Finland; a 
£2,195 parka with a hood 
lined with an Asiatic raccoon 
dog pelt; and a range of 
fur-trimmed puffer jackets. 

Burberry said its furs were
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