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Dulini lodge boasts of the wildlife

Three years later he went
on trial for the 2002 murder 
of Milly Dowler, and was 
given another life sentence.

The allegations in 
Weissang’s report cover from 
2000 until last year. “Young 
children from children’s 
homes have been groomed 
and sexually exploited by 
Bellfield’s gang,” she said. 
“Some of those people have 
currently got away with it.”

Bellfield, 50, is said to have

spiked girls’ drink with the 
date-rape drug GHB and 
subjected them to assaults at 
one of his properties.

One 14-year-old girl is said
to have been taken to a flat 
owned by Bellfield in Crosby 
Close, Hanwell, west London, 
nicknamed the “raping 
room” by fellow gang 
members. 

The London borough of 
Hillingdon report was 
submitted in two parts to 

senior managers in the 
council’s children’s service at 
the end of last year.

Hillingdon council said the
report had been “carefully 
reviewed” in partnership 
with the police “to ensure a 
timely and proportionate 
response”.

Weissang said she would 
be concerned if the local 
authority and the Met did
not order a cold case review, 
given the number of

alleged victims of the gang. 
Colin Sutton, the former Met 
detective chief inspector who 
led the hunt for Bellfield in 
Operation Yeaddiss, said: 
“There is new information in 
there that my investigation 
was not aware of. I think the 
police and council should be 
taking it very seriously 
indeed.”
@davidcollinsST
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Patrol 
fleet is 
‘absurdly
small’

was “pretty busy with a 
collective of business things” 
he did not believe they 
presented a conflict of 
interest. He originally had 
seven commercial jobs or 
directorships but stood 
down from one, at the facial 
recognition company 
Facewatch, to make time for 
the standards role.

A spokesman for the 
committee said: “Jonathan 
Evans had an exemplary 
public service career and was 
appointed by the prime 
minister to this part-time role 
following an open 
competition. He declared all 
his interests at every stage 
and has fully complied with 
the Lords’ register at all 
times.”
@mragilligan 

was because it was unpaid. 
However, his committee’s 
most recent report said
“non-pecuniary” interests 
should be declared in the 
same way as paid ones.

Alex May, a researcher who
investigated Evans’s 
affiliations, said: “When Lord 
Evans speaks, it is not always 
clear in what capacity 
because of his multiple paid 
roles. Issues about outside 
interests are central to his 
committee’s work, but the 
sheer scale of his own outside 
interests make it difficult for 
the committee to credibly set 
principles for others.”

Evans told MPs he had 
been approached by a 
Downing Street adviser and 
encouraged to apply for the 
job. He said that although he 

which is closely involved in 
government but whose ethics 
have been criticised. In 
August it was fined £3m for 
ethics breaches during an 
audit of Ted Baker.

Evans has been given share
options in the cyber-security 
firm Glasswall Solutions, 
whose recent funding round 
was led by Michael Spencer,
a Tory donor. He does not 
declare this in his committee 
register of interests, though 
he does include it in his Lords 
register, saying it has “no 
current value but might have 
value in the future”. He said 
he did not know Spencer.

Evans does not declare at
least one engagement for one 
of his employers, the cyber-
security firm Darktrace, in 
either register. He said this 

Watchdog on conflicts of interest has six other jobs 

The new head of the 
government’s committee on 
standards in public life has 
been criticised by one of his 
predecessors for holding on 
to six paid jobs after taking
up the role in October.

Lord Evans of Weardale, 
the former chief of MI5, is
the first chairman of the 
committee to have a series of 
business interests. 

The committee reviews the
outside interests of MPs and 
other holders of public office, 
and advises the prime 
minister of changes that 
“might be required to ensure 
the highest standards of 
propriety in public life”. This 
year it said MPs should have 
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Sex gang 
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limited and “reasonable” 
external interests.

Evans’s business interests
are greater in number and 
value than the majority of the 
MPs he polices. Most declare 
few or no business interests. 

He is employed, along with
other senior former security 
officials, by four security and 
technology companies. They 
are Ark Data Centres, 
Darktrace, Blackdot Solutions 
and Luminance 
Technologies. At least one has 
benefited from government 
support and contracts.

He is also a main board 
director of HSBC, which 
during his tenure threatened 
newspapers that it would 
withdraw advertising if
they exposed its earlier 
involvement in a €1.6bn tax 

evasion scheme. He was paid 
£223,000 for the post last 
year, and held HSBC shares 
worth £99,000.

Sir Alistair Graham, who 
chaired the committee in 
2004-7, said: “It does raise 
issues. It is better that there 
can be no argument about a 
potential conflict of interest. I 
didn’t have any [commercial] 
interests for that reason.”

In his own parliamentary
confirmation hearing, Evans 
said the committee should 
“consider . . . [the] continuing 
controversy, certainly in the 
media, about post public-life 
employment” of former 
ministers and civil servants.

Evans is also a member of
the public interest committee 
at the giant accountancy and 
consultancy firm KPMG, 

Out of Africa – Javid forced 
to return by Channel crisis

Its six suites come with private plunge
pools, it puts on candlelight dinners in
the bush and offers guests massages to
ease their muscles after game drives
spotting leopards, lions and elephants.

Dulini lodge in Kruger National Park in
South Africa, where Sajid Javid was spot-
ted with his wife and children over
Christmas, is one of the most luxurious
and secluded safari hideaways in sub-
Saharan Africa. Dulini has won a rare
five-star average rating on the travel
review site TripAdvisor. Its rooms cost
about £840 per person per night. 

It was from there that the home
secretary declared a major incident on
Friday as a growing number of migrants
tried to cross the Channel. Javid took per-
sonal control of the government’s res-
ponse, but it was immigration minister
Caroline Nokes who visited the Border
Force offices in Dover yesterday.

The Sunday Times understands that
Javid, 49, resisted calls to return to Lon-
don but bowed to pressure yesterday.
The government said he would be in his
office tomorrow. While in South Africa
yesterday he was due to discuss the situ-
ation with his French counterpart.

On its website Dulini, which takes only
12 guests, describes itself as a “tranquil

haven . . . beneath the shade of ancient
ebony and leadwood trees”. 

It goes on: “There is a restorative
quality to the peaceful atmosphere of the
camp on the banks of the Mabrak River.
The symphony of bird song and the
passage of wildlife add to the allure of
Dulini.”

There is an extensive library, a gym
and a generously stocked wine cellar,
while the decor is described as having a
“unique colonial feel”. The reserve is
home to more than 300 species of birds
as well as the “big five” game: lion, leop-
ard, rhinoceros, elephant and buffalo.

Most cabinet ministers refrain from
taking long-haul trips at Christmas, but
Javid has specialised during his time in
government in the ill-timed holiday. This
is the third row sparked by his absence in
as many years. 

In February 2017, when he was com-

munities secretary, Javid was criticised
for being on holiday in Dubai during a
row over a rise in business rates. A gov-
ernment source said at the time: “Sajid
got us into this mess and it has been left to
the Treasury to try to clear it up.”

He also faced calls to resign as business
secretary in March 2016 when he was in
Australia during the Tata Steel crisis in
Port Talbot. 

Javid had taken his daughter Sophia,
then 16, on the official visit and had plan-
ned to extend the trip with a holiday. But
his flight to Australia coincided with the
steel giant’s board meeting in Mumbai,
India, where Tata decided to sell its UK
business, threatening 4,000 jobs in
south Wales. Javid had to return to the UK
to try to find a buyer for the steelworks.

Theresa May and most of her ministers
have remained in the UK during the
festive season this year. The prime minis-
ter has summoned her colleagues to an
emergency meeting on January 2 to
discuss a no-deal Brexit. 

One member of the cabinet said it was
“always dangerous” to go away at Christ-
mas in case a crisis occurred and that he
often upset his family by refusing to go
skiing in the run-up to the new year.

Other officials have encountered simi-
lar problems. Sir Philip Dilley, former
head of the Environment Agency, was
lambasted for relaxing in Barbados dur-
ing the flooding in Cumbria, Lancashire
and the Scottish Borders three years ago.

He eventually cut short his family
holiday and later resigned. 

In August 2011 Boris Johnson, then
mayor of London, was criticised for initi-
ally refusing to truncate a family holiday
in Canada during rioting in the capital.
@rosamundurwin

Editorial, page 18

The home secretary has 
dashed back home from a 
luxury break to deal with 
a surge in migrants trying 
to reach the UK by boat
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Sajid Javid and 
his family were 
staying at the 
Dulini lodge in 
South Africa

Rosamund Urwin and
Caroline Wheeler 

to “get a grip on the 
situation”.

The Home Office 
confirmed last night that Javid 
will be at his desk tomorrow 
in London where he will lead 
a meeting with senior officials 
and agencies, including the 
Border Force and the 
National Crime Agency. 

He was also due to talk to
his counterpart, the French 
interior minister Christophe 
Castaner, over the weekend 
to emphasise the need for 
joint action to prevent 
migrants attempting the 
dangerous crossing and to 
target organised crime gangs.

Bob Seely, the Tory MP for
the Isle of Wight, said: “It’s 
important and right that Sajid 
is heading back to deal with 
this. Government shouldn’t 
stop just because it’s the 
holiday season. This is not 
just about protecting our 

borders, it is also a 
humanitarian situation.”

On Friday 12 people were
detained in two boats off the 
Dover coast: all but one, a 
Syrian, came from Iran. At 
least 220 people have 
attempted the crossing in 
small boats since November. 
The Home Office said there 
were no migrant incidents 
yesterday afternoon.

The news came as Javid 
was urged to send in 
reinforcements after 
confirmation from the Home 
Office that only a single cutter 
has been deployed in the 
Channel to deal with the 
crossings, with smaller 
inflatable vessels as backup.

The government has been
reluctant to bring in more 
cutters in case the use of 
additional boats encourages 
more migrants to attempt the 
voyage. “They might act as a 
magnet, encouraging people 
to make a perilous crossing,” 
said Caroline Nokes, the 
immigration minister.

Critics said the setup has 
left the sole vessel, HMC 
Searcher, ill-equipped to deal 
with multiple crossings. 

Lord West, former head of
the Royal Navy, said the 
number of patrol vessels in 
the Channel was “ridiculously 
small” and left the UK 
vulnerable to illegal 
migration and terrorism.

‘I’d rather die at sea than
go back to Iran’, page 11

child sex gangs operating in 
Peterborough.

The Met confirmed it had
received the report, which 
would be “investigated where 
appropriate”.

Bellfield was sentenced to
life in 2008 for the murders of 
Amélie Delagrange, 22, and 
Marsha McDonnell, 19, and 
the attempted murder of Kate 
Sheedy, an 18-year-old 
schoolgirl. 


