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A FORMER Conservative planning 
minister is under investigation by the 
parliamentary watchdog for failing to 
declare his links to companies behind a 
hotel development in his Kent constit-
uency, The Daily Telegraph can reveal.

Sir Bob Neill did not disclose he was 
a paid consultant for a company in-
volved in the planning application in a 
letter urging the council to approve it.

The Parliamentary Commissioner 
for Standards launched the investiga-
tion last month after receiving a com-
plaint about Sir Bob’s role in securing 
permission for the Royal Bell hotel re-
development in Bromley. 

The MP for Bromley and Chislehurst 
is a consultant to the Substantia Group, 

which handled the hotel planning ap-
plication for a developer client and has 
paid Sir Bob more than £50,000 for 
“strategic consultancy advice” since 
2016.

An investigation by The Telegraph 
can further reveal that Sir Bob success-
fully lobbied for another planning ap-
plication in his constituency, also 
submitted by a client of Substantia, 
again without declaring his paid role in 
a letter to the Mayor of London. 

The MP lobbied Sadiq Khan to ap-
prove a stadium for Cray Wanderers FC 
with a residential housing complex.

Mike Amesbury, the shadow minis-
ter for housing and planning, last night 
called for the Standards Commissioner 
to “urgently” investigate the football 
stadium development. He said: “It beg-
gars belief that a former planning min-

ister would not be aware of the obvious 
conflict of interest in this case.”

He added: “These extraordinary new 
revelations come as Housing Secretary 
Robert Jenrick is embroiled in a cash-
for-favours scandal.”

In 2016, Sir Bob supported the bid by 
Substantia’s client, Cray Wanderers FC, 
to build a stadium at Flamingo Park in 
Bromley. Mr Khan rejected the plan be-
cause it was on green belt land.

Six months later, in Dec 2016, Sub-
stantia began paying him £1,000 for six 
hours of “strategic consultancy advice” 
every month, which was declared in 
the MP’s register of interests.

In 2017, Cray Wanderers submitted a 
new planning application. On April 10 
2018, Sir Bob wrote to Mr Khan on 
House of Commons notepaper saying it 
was “in full accordance” with the Na-

tional Planning Policy Framework, 
which the MP introduced as planning 
minister during the coalition.

Sir Bob did not disclose his paid role 
as non-executive chairman of Substan-
tia and its links to Cray Wanderers FC. 
The code of conduct says MPs must be 
“open and frank in drawing attention 
to any relevant interest” in all commu-
nications with public officials. 

In Nov 2018, the mayor dropped his 
opposition to the development. Mi-

chael Paye, head of Paye Homes, an-
other Substantia client, and Gary 
Hillman are co-directors of the com-
pany that bought the grounds for the 
stadium for £2.5 million in May 2019.

A month later, Substantia paid Sir 
Bob £10,000 on top of his monthly fee, 
which the MP declared was for “addi-
tional strategic and corporate advice”.

Weeks later Bromley council for-
mally approved the development.

Substantia brokered the £1.6 million 
sale of the Royal Bell to its client, N 
Hillman & Sons, owned by the chair-
man of Clay Wanderers FC. Sir Bob was 
involved in the application to rede-
velop the Royal Bell from the start. 
Days before the council met to make a 
decision, the MP wrote on Commons 
notepaper to its chief planning officer 
praising the “impressive application”. 

Again, the MP failed to mention his 
paid consultancy for Substantia, its 
links to Hillman and its role in prepar-
ing the planning documents.

Concerns about Sir Bob and the 
Royal Bell project were first raised by 
Dr Alex May, a blogger, last year.

Sir Bob said: “Any representations 
that I have made in constituency plan-
ning cases have solely related to my 
role as the local MP and what I believe 
to be on the public interest. I have de-
clared all outside interests [in the MPs’ 
Register of Interests] and acted to en-
sure that no conflict arises.”

Bromley Council said it would not be 
appropriate to comment on an ongoing 
parliamentary standards investigation.

The Substantia Group was ap-
proached for comment. The company 
has not been accused of wrongdoing.

Police release 
images of 
statue topplers
By Daily Telegraph Reporter

DETECTIVES investigating the top-
pling of the statue of slave trader Ed-
ward Colston during a Black Lives 
Matter protest have released images of 
15 people they wish to speak to.

The monument to the 17th-century 
merchant was pulled from its plinth in 
Bristol city centre at about 2.30pm on 
June 7.

It was sprayed with paint and at-
tacked before being dragged to the har-
bour, where it was thrown into the 
water near Pero’s Bridge – named in 
honour of an enslaved man.

Officers from Avon and Somerset Po-
lice made a tactical decision not to in-
tervene at the time but launched a 
criminal damage investigation a short 
time after. The force has identified 18 
people who officers want to speak to 
about the incident, with images of 15 of 
them released today.

Det Supt Liz Hughes said: “The inci-
dent attracted worldwide attention, and 
there’s no denying it has polarised pub-
lic opinion – but in the eyes of the law a 
crime has been committed and we’re 
duty bound to investigate this without 
fear or favour.”

It is understood that Bristol City 
Council has provided a statement to 
police about the incident.

Anyone with information is asked to 
contact the force on 101, providing the 
reference number 5220123926, or anon-
ymously via the charity Crimestoppers.

Jenrick under 
pressure over  
lobbying video
By Harry Yorke 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

ROBERT JENRICK is under renewed 
pressure over his decision to approve a 
Tory donor’s £1 billion housing devel-
opment after it emerged he had 
watched a promotional video for the 
scheme at a Tory fundraising dinner.

The Housing Secretary was facing 
fresh questions yesterday after Richard 
Desmond, the billionaire former owner 
of the Daily Express, revealed he had 
shown the minister “three or four min-
utes” of the 12-minute video last No-
vember. Steve Reed, Labour’s shadow 
housing secretary, said the disclosure 
“flatly” contradicted Jenrick’s claims 
that he had refused to discuss the mat-
ter when lobbied by Mr Desmond. He 
said: “Looks like Housing Secretary 
Robert Jenrick auctioned off the plan-
ning system to a billionaire Tory donor 
at an exclusive fundraising dinner.”

Last night Labour sources said the 
party would be demanding that MrJen-
rick explain to the Commons “serious 
discrepancies” between his statements 
and Mr Desmond’s. 

It comes after it was revealed that Mr 
Jenrick had in January overruled a lo-
cal authority to approve a 1,500-flat de-
velopment in east London. Mr Jenrick 
withdrew consent after he was accused 
of bias in the High Court and it was dis-
closed that Mr Desmond had attempted 
to lobby him. He insists there was no 
actual bias and he followed the rules.

Buzz feed A hoverfly seeks nectar from red campion flowers on Cranborne Chase in Dorset, in an area set aside for wild 
meadows that encourage insects and other wildlife. Today marks the start of National Insect Week.
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News

Sir Bob Neill, the MP 
for Bromley and 
Chislehurst, was a 
planning minister in 
the coalition 
government
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