
England’s white-ball tour of South
Africa could be cancelled at the last
minute because of a crisis within the
host nation’s governing body.

Zak Yacoob, the interim board chair-
man of Cricket South Africa (CSA), said
yesterday that England may be advised
not to fly out for the planned three T20s
and three ODIs, depending on the out-
come of a members’ meeting due to
have taken place last night. 

Cricket South Africa stand-off puts England tour in jeopardy
England’s 22-man squad is due to de-

part for Cape Town on Monday, with
the T20 series starting on November 27.

Last month CSA’s board of directors
resigned en masse after an independent
audit into the running of the sport in
South Africa. 

The country’s government recently
tried to install an interim board to run
the governing body. However, CSA’s
members’ council, which is the senior
decision-making body and is made up
of representatives from South Africa’s
provincial cricket organisations, re-
jected this proposal, meaning there is

no leadership structure in place. “I don’t
know what the thinking is in England,”
Yacoob said, “but I have no doubt that if
the members’ council doesn’t take a
proper decision this evening, England
will probably be seriously discouraged
from coming.”

Nathi Mthethwa, the South African
sports minister, has threatened to place
sanctions on CSA unless it approves
the interim board, which could include
stripping it of the right to call itself the
game’s official governing body. 

In that event, the ICC may be forced
to step in, as the global administrator’s

constitution prohibits government
interference in any of its members. 

If a formal complaint is made by a
national governing body regarding
such interference, the ICC can take
action. 

Last year, Zimbabwe became the first
Test-playing member to be suspended
for not adhering to the no-interference
rule, resulting in their funding being
frozen for three months and their
national team not being allowed to play
in ICC events.

The ECB has not had any formal
communication from CSA and is con-

tinuing with plans to depart on
Monday, unless it hears otherwise in
the next couple of days. 

Cancellation of the tour would have a
significant impact on CSA’s already
precarious financial situation and
would, inevitably, mean the television
and radio broadcasters ask for a refund
on their existing deals.
6 Luke Wells has signed a two-year
deal at Lancashire after his end-of-sea-
son release by Sussex. The 29-year-old
left Hove after a decade of first-team
service having not played a single
match in the shortened 2020 campaign.

Cricket
Elizabeth Ammon

Down a video call from Andorra, Hugh Carthy 
is talking about the sensation of standing on 
the podium at La Vuelta in Madrid on Sunday. 
“At peace with myself,” is how he describes his 
feelings in that proud moment.

The contentment does not come from Carthy
thinking he has achieved his ambitions, mission 
accomplished, but the certainty that he 
belonged up there; the conviction 
that “it is not a one-hit 
wonder”; his confidence 
there is much more to 
come as a contender for 
victory in the biggest 
stage races. 

Leading his EF 
Pro Cycling team, 
competing at the sharp 
end of a grand tour, 
was something the 
man from Preston not 
only loved but it also 
brought out the best in 
him, duelling with high-
class rivals such as Primoz 
Roglic and Richard Carapaz, 
who were first and second in a 
captivating Vuelta. 

“I’m excited about what I can go onto
from here,” Carthy says. “Some people might 
think, ‘Oh no, there are going to be greater 
expectations’. But, to me, it’s the last week of the 
Vuelta, which is exactly where I want to be. 

“You are among the leaders, you’ve got team-
mates riding for you. Maybe some riders would 
crumble under that, thinking, ‘Now I’ve got to 
perform, carry a burden’, but I didn’t see it that 
way at all. It was less pressure, not having to 
worry about certain things.” 

Carthy, 26, does not actually sound very 
excited as he chats from his base in the 
mountains, but that is because he is a dry 
northerner. He has a droll manner, whether 
trying to explain Preston’s traditional butter pies 
to confused team-mates or discussing why he 

that he found consistency. “You understand 
the game, when to relax in a season and when 
to hit harder,” he says. “I always had the belief 
I could do it.” 

He finished 11th in the Giro that year, his best
performance in a grand tour until he came to 
this Vuelta. Finishing third was all the more 
remarkable because Carthy might not have been
there at all. He suffered a hairline crack in a 
bone in his elbow in a crash at the Tour de 
France and could barely open a bottle of water. 
His team rang him to say that they could ride 
the Vuelta with seven. 

Carthy said that he was feeling better, and he
improved as the race went on to the point that 
he arrived at the foot of the fearsome Angliru 

Peter Crouch on 
wheels climbing 
high (and quickly) 
in cycling world 
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“You see guys winning as a first-year pro, 
[Egan] Bernal, [Remco] Evenepoel, [Tadej] 
Pogacar, taking off at 21, 22, but that’s not 
normal. They are exceptions. The majority 
at a young age are a bit crap till they mature 
as professionals.” 

He winces at memories of one of his hardest
lessons, suffering in the 2017 Giro d’Italia. “We 
had to climb the Mortirolo after an hour, then 
the Stelvio, twice,” he says. “I got dropped on 
the first climb and was in the last group with 
the sprinters. We still had six hours to go. I 
remember thinking, ‘This is absolutely awful’. 
It was a torture moment. I wasn’t sure I would 
even make the time cut.” 

It was not until his third season, in 2019, 

likes the peace and quiet of Andorra. “You go 
into the street in Girona and you see another 
rider, you’ve got to say hello, chit chat,” he says. 
He enjoys being his own man.

An independent streak in Carthy carried him
to Spain five years ago, breaking out of the usual 
route for promising British cyclists. He had 
grown up riding initially with his dad but it was 
not as though road cycling had the popularity 
then as now.

“I never had a cycling hero,” he says. “In the 
1990s there was [Chris] Boardman and a couple 
of others but not that golden era, no British 
team dominating.” 

Carthy won the Junior Tour of Wales in 2012
and, after leaving school, joined the Rapha 
Condor-JLT squad. But in 2015 he moved to 
Spain with Caja Rural-Seguros, a second-tier 

team based in Pamplona, rather than
come through the British system

that has produced so many
stars of road and velodrome.

“As a junior you had 
to do track and it wasn’t
my cup of tea,” Carthy
says. “I was never that
bothered. It’s not like
I’ve got a chip on my
shoulder, I was just
never in line with what
they [British teams]
were looking for.”

He has worn a GB
jersey three times but,

not one for platitudes, has
a typically no-nonsense

reply when asked if it would
be his dream to win a big race 

in the national shirt.
“The Olympics is anyone’s dream but

I get just as much pride racing for my trade 
team,” he says. “I know people don’t like to read 
that. I don’t care. I know in football, it’s pulling 
on the England shirt. For me, it’s not like one is 
more than the other. Whichever shirt I pull on I 
ride with the same pride and enthusiasm.”

It was in the pink of EF, the American-based
team he joined in 2017 (initially as Cannondale-
Drapac), that he rode an outstanding Vuelta. 
A gangly climber at 6ft 4in and 69kg, Peter 
Crouch on wheels as he has been described, 
Carthy again showed the boldness to go his 
own way by turning down an approach from 
Team Sky. Carthy felt that he would have more 
chances elsewhere. He has no regrets. “It’s been 
a bumpy road, a learning experience,” he says.

Fresh from a podium finish 
at La Vuelta Hugh Carthy tells 
Matt Dickinson why a new 
wave of young riders can add 
to Britain’s success in the sport 

ASO/GOMEZSPORT

If I need to 
perform, I do, 
so I don’t 
know why it 
surprised 
people

It would be easy to look at this year’s
Indian Premier League and think
Andre Russell is nothing special. The
West Indies all-rounder, 32, had a top
score of 25 and bowled on average less
than two overs per match, with an
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on stage 12 revelling in the opportunity.
“Bring it on? Absolutely,” he says. “It’s so 

different between great form and suffering on a 
climb like that. You are in the race, focused, and 
the kilometres pass by.”

That climb in the Asturias, northern Spain, is
regarded by many within the peloton as the 
most brutal across Europe given gradients of 
22 per cent near the summit. Carthy had never 
ridden it before.

“But these days, the software we have, 
VeloViewer, breaks it down to every metre, the 
gradient, width of the road so you can see the 
surface, everything,” he says. “Our recon is on 
a laptop.” 

Carthy thrived on those slopes, the steeper 

the better. Stress for him is getting to the 
bottom of the climb, with the risks of crashes 
and breakaways. “Then if the legs feel good, 
there are no external factors to worry about,” 
he says.

At the Angliru, he knew that his legs felt 
good, and it was just a question of waiting for 
his moment near the top of that 12.5km climb, 
averaging at just over 10 per cent.

“It’s a brutal climb but ask a marathon 
runner and a world record is probably the 
easiest they will do because they are in great 
form to do it,” he says. His form that day took 
him away from Aleksandr Vlasov, Enric Mas, 
Carapaz and Roglic to the biggest stage win 
of his life.

A strong time-trial followed to keep Carthy 
firmly in the hunt for the podium. “Top ten 
in the Giro last year in the time-trial, top 
15 in a short prologue, I have always been able 
to produce a good TT,” he says. “If I need 
to perform, I do, so I don’t know why it 
surprised people.”

Another box ticked, then, to becoming a 
consistent grand tour contender? “Exactly,” he 
says. “And to be on a podium with riders of that 
calibre, Roglic and Carapaz. Roglic has won 
grand tours and I think Carapaz will be winning 
many more.

“I wasn’t emotional, more satisfied. At peace 
with myself. All that hard work and here I am. 
Maybe some people are thinking, ‘How’s he got 
there?’ but I was just proud and not just for me 
but for my family, friends, team-mates.”

He had hoped to be able to return home to 
celebrate in Preston but, with travel restrictions, 
is having to wind down in Spain. It is a quiet 
time, he says.

Carthy has heard that the 2021 Tour route 
comes through Andorra but does not want to 
look while he is relaxing. There is a whole 
winter to start preparing for how he follows 
up this success.

With Tao Geoghegan Hart winning the 
Giro with Ineos Grenadiers last month and 
Carthy taking third at the Vuelta, fears that the 
British cycling boom may be dwindling looked 
premature by the end of a gripping series of 
grand tours. 

“British cycling has been spoilt for the last 
ten years,” Carthy says. “People have got used 
to this bubble of great riders and if it starts to 
fizzle out a bit, people are thinking, ‘Bloody hell, 
nothing left’. 

“We have, but you have been concentrating 
on [Chris] Froome, [Bradley] Wiggins these last 
ten years and underneath there has been a 
chain of riders getting pulled up.”

He mentions the Yates brothers, Adam and 
Simon, Geoghegan Hart, James Knox, Tom 
Pidcock, Fred Wright, Matt Walls, among 
others, as part of a new wave. 

“The future is very bright,” he says. “Young, 
hungry athletes ready to go.”
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Martin expected to replace 
Clarke as Fifa vice-president
The vacuum left by the abrupt 
resignation of Greg Clarke as 
Britain’s Fifa vice-president looks 
likely to be filled by Northern 
Ireland’s David Martin.

Clarke, right, quit Fifa on 
Thursday, two days after resigning 
as the FA chairman after his 
racially offensive remarks 
to a select committee. 
Martin, the president 
of the Irish FA, has 
emerged as the 
favourite to 
replace him after 
The Times learnt 
he is ready to 
stand for the 
position.

The British Fifa 
vice-presidency, a 
unique position that has 
been reserved for the four home 
nations since the 1940s, is elected 
by the 55 Uefa nations and 
nominations have to be submitted 
next month. There is no obvious 
English candidate at such short 
notice, nor is there one from 
Wales or Scotland, and it is 
understood that Martin is ready to 
throw his hat into the ring for the 
post, which carries a £190,000 

annual salary. He won 18 votes 
when he ran against Clarke in 
2019 with barely any campaigning, 
and he is well-known around Uefa 
through his seats on the Uefa 
strategy committee and on the 
board of Uefa Events.

He would have a key role to 
play in a joint British and

Irish bid for the 2030
World Cup, where his

close links with the
Football
Association of
Ireland could be
an advantage.

Meanwhile, the
FA may try to

persuade David Gill
to remain on Uefa’s

ruling executive
committee for another year

rather than retire in March. That 
would give time for another 
English candidate — possibly the 
former Chelsea defender Paul 
Elliott — time to campaign.

It may be tricky to get Gill, who
is still a Manchester United 
director, to agree to any extension 
as he has been counting down the 
days until he can concentrate 
exclusively on his golf handicap.

Big rise in fees for 
O’Sullevan’s trust
The administrator of the Sir Peter 
O’Sullevan Charitable Trust has 
seen his payments for fees, 
expenses and VAT increase from 
£13,400 to more than £90,000 in 
just four years.

The trust’s accounts, which 
have been studied by the charity 
researcher Dr Alex May for his 
blog, reveal the increase in 
payments to Nigel Payne, who is 
also a trustee of the charity which 
makes grants to good causes 
related to horse racing.

A Trust spokesman said after 
an £8 million legacy from the late 
Sir Peter, the commentator 
known as the Voice of Racing 
who died in 2015, the amount of 
work involving in administering 
the Trust had risen enormously 
which was reflected in the 
increase in fees.

Losses lead to UK 
Athletics job fears
The financial predicament of UK 
Athletics has been underlined by 
accounts for the year ending 
March 31 this year which showed 
it had made a loss of £438,000, 
and that was even before the 
impact of Covid-19 which meant 
the cancellation of several 
income-generating events.

The governing body’s cash 
reserves in the bank have also 
gone down from £10 million to 
£6 million, and the bleak picture 
illustrates why the 50 staff at the 
organisation’s headquarters have 
been told that up to half of them 
may lose their jobs.

Tomlinson back
Clare Tomlinson is back 
presenting Goals on Sunday in a 
new-look version of the show now 
being run on Sky Sports News 
instead of the main sports 
channel.

Tomlinson, 52, will be hoping 
there is no incident similar to the 
one that happened when she was 
presenting in 2007 and Stephen 
Bywater, then the Derby County 
goalkeeper, decided to spell out 
the C-word obscenity live on the 
show, leading to a major inquest 
inside Sky. Goals On Sunday first 
appeared on the network in 2000 
but was axed in August. 

‘Knee not political’
The Premier League chief 
executive Richard Masters stood 
firm in the face of hostile 
questioning from MPs this week 
about players continuing to take 
the knee before games to support 
racial equality. “I feel strongly that 
it is about values and not anything
to do with politics,” Masters said.

Carthy rides in 
the Vuelta time-
trial, above, and, 
left, after being 
named best 
young rider in 
the USA Pro 
Challenge in 2015

Bewildering numbers and brutal hitting 
economy of 9.72. A knee injury contrib-
uted to him missing four games. 

And yet in last year’s edition Russell’s
batting was otherworldly as he bludg-
eoned 510 runs at a rate of 12.29 an over,
scoring an astronomical 52 sixes and a
boundary once every three balls faced.
That he was also KKR’s leading wicket-
taker meant he was inevitably named
the tournament’s most valuable player,
although through lack of support his
team missed out on the play-offs. He is
also one of three men to have been
IPL MVP twice (the others are Shane
Watson and Sunil Narine). 

Russell’s batting gains mean that his
bowling is not focused on as it once was,
but he has been a consistent wicket-
taker throughout his career. With 300
victims in T20s, he is tenth in the all-
time list.

His career comprises a bewildering
array of numbers that cause us to
reassess what lower-order batsmen can
achieve. What confounds us more are
the acts that create these figures. The
purists who believe there is more to
cricket than range-hitting may balk at
the results, but of this there can be no
doubt: Russell in full flow is astounding.

TOP TEN T20 CRICKETERS

Andre
Russell

Elgan Alderman

Tao Geoghegan Hart — The 2020 Giro D’Italia 
winner is still only 25 with his best yet to come. 
Adam Yates — Often took a back seat to twin 
brother Simon but has joined Ineos and, at 28, is 
ready to match his sibling’s grand tour success. 
Tom Pidcock — Already a cyclo-cross world 
champion, the 21-year-old Ineos rider is a future 
road star who won the Baby Giro this year. 
James Knox — 14th at this year’s Giro and 11th at 
last year’s Vuelta, the 25-year-old could be about 
to make the jump to team leader status. 

The next wave 

Changes at Spurs
A shake-up at Tottenham Hotspur 
has led to Rebecca Caplehorn 
stepping down from positions on 
the main board and as a director 
of Tottenham Hotspur Stadium 
Ltd. The chartered accountant will 
increase her involvement as Spurs’ 
representative on the European 
Clubs’ Association.


